Dear Pastor and Church,

March/April 2022

Our time here in the States is rapidly coming to a close and we will be returning home to Slovenia. We are
excited about going back. We did not realize how needful it was to come back to report and be refreshed
with our time of soaking up the preaching and fellowship. It has been so good for us! God obviously knew
what we needed and we are grateful. A part of that was being able to attend the Men’s Advance that our
home church hosts. It was so great to be a part of that for the first time in nine years. God really spoke to
hearts and it was encouraging to see more than 1,200 men come together to hear great preaching on the
practical issues of life. I encourage any and all who are able to consider this conference in the years to come.
You will not regret it!
In a few short weeks, Philip, our youngest will graduate from high school. We are very proud of his
accomplishments and what God is doing in his life. We will be leaving him behind in Oklahoma, in our sending
church, and he will be attending Oklahoma State University (Go Pokes!). It will be very different for us as we
go back this time being empty nesters. We would appreciate your prayers for Philip as he begins this new
life and for Krista and I as we deal with being childless on the field for the first time. Goodbyes to family
are never easy and as our parents get older and our children mature it only adds to the anxiety of leaving
them behind. We are, however, glad that we serve a God who knows about this and can give grace abundant
to supply our and their every need.
A few weeks ago, the indoor mask mandate in Slovenia was lifted. That will be such a blessing to return and
be able to minister on a normal level for the first time since February of 2020. I can’t say what the mood is
like at this time in Slovenia; coming out of some COVID restrictions and dealing with the rumors of war on
the European continent but we are asking God to give us wisdom as we return so that we will be as effective
as we possibly can. We pray that this time will be a time of openness and introspection for the Slovenian
people. Please pray with us about that as well.
I do want all of you to know that we did our very best to accommodate your
requests to return to report about the work in Slovenia. Please have patience
with us and let us know so that we can plan to visit you when we return next
time. In the meantime, if you would like a copy of our furlough presentation, just
let me know and I will be happy to send you a link to it.
Until next time, May the Lord richly bless you as you serve Him,

The Barlows

