
                              
 

Dear Pastor and Church,        January/February 2021 
 
Being a missionary in Slovenia for more than 11 years has taught us a few things.  In these years, we have handed out 
thousands and thousands of tracts and invitations.  In all that time, we have seen three people visit because of that effort.  
None of them are with us today.  Our tract distribution has been severely curtailed because the places where we normally 
hand those out were closed (train and bus station).  COVID has forced us to go to internet social media platforms because 
we could not gather for in-person meetings or even visit people in homes.  This, however, did not limit God in any way 
and even more, some things have happened that might have never happened otherwise.  Sounds like something only God 
can do doesn’t it? 
 
This is what I mean – like many of you, we have been broadcasting our messages on Facebook and Youtube and advertising 
continuously on Facebook and Instagram.  We have steadily seen our viewership rise on the church page since that time. 
I believe that Slovenes find it easier to “visit” a church virtually first to see if it is a cult before they will ever visit in person 
unless they know someone there.  Having virtual services has eased this transition and I believe it will make a huge 
difference in the future as we will continue to broadcast even when we can reconvene as a church family once again. 
 
Even greater, we recently had a man in the church do a Slovene version of the Exchange application complete with graphics 
and illustrations.  We boosted the message on Facebook to a targeted audience and as I write this letter, it has had more 
than 5,000 views!  But that is not even the best news!  For the first time ever, someone responded, by a private message, 
that she had put her faith and trust in Christ alone for her salvation!  We have never seen anyone make a decision from 
an impersonal presentation but we are thankful for how God is working through this.  Please pray for Andreja and the 
decision that she has made and that we will be able to meet with her once the restrictions are lifted. 
 
Many others wrote to us requesting more information about our church.  Pray also that these virtual contacts will be 
open to a visit and that we can point them to Jesus as well.  It’s just like God to use something that we think is so 
devastating to bring someone to us in a time which we did not expect.  We are not going to stop handing tracts out on the 
street because I believe God blesses the effort, but we now have another tool in our toolbox for outreach. 
 

It is warming up in Slovenia at this time and I look forward to returning after my short trip to 
the States for family reasons.  A lot needs to be accomplished over the next few months so we 
appreciate your prayers for our family and the work.  We appreciate your continued 
faithfulness to us in support and prayers. 
 
Until next time, May the Lord richly bless you as you serve Him, 

 

The Barlows 


